Sunfish - Boat handling precautions

Overall goal is to keep boats in great condition so that all can enjoy. This means no dings, dents or holes in the hulls - if
you damage it, you pay. Sailing is a team sport, especially when taking boats to and from the water — use your buddies!

From rack

1.
2.

ISARE

Always use a dolly, with it placed square to and about 6’ in front of the Sunfish storage rack.

Take a boat from the lowest rack tier available, safer than trying to lift down over another boat. Upper tier
boats require 3 or more people to lift safely.

Use a buddy or 2, one either side, 3" person at bow if available. Do not scrape hull on rack uprights.

Auto bailer is underneath, on boat’s port (left) side, tip hull to starboard (right) to avoid it hitting rollers.
Roll out onto the dolly/lift down from the rack and lift the bow over into the dolly bow cradle.

Move away from the rack and examine the hull for any damage. If any found, do not use, report to an
instructor and tag damage. Tags are available in locker room, kept above the daggerboards.

Remove drain plug on starboard (right) side, tip hull on its side, resting on dolly strap. You can use a mast
placed in the mast step before you tip, to balance the hull on its side.

Before and after use, drain any water out of the hull, then replace the drain plug. If there is excessive
water inside the hull, do not use, report to an instructor and tag hull with damage noted.

Secure boat to dolly with painter thru bow handle, round both dolly handles and tie off, before loading
with rig, blades, etc. and/or moving to beach. Tie the hull to dolly uprights if other than flat conditions.
Mast foot should be washed/wiped free of sand before placing in the mast step.

Returning from sailing to Beach

1.

Plan ahead, have a safe way to get the dolly into the water to retrieve the boat, in the most sheltered part

of the cove (usually next to the boat launch ramp). Either:

a. Have a coach or spectator bring the dolly to you in the water.

b. Have a buddy bring the dolly to you in the water whilst you hold onto both boats.

c. Before launching, take out an anchor and buoy with mooring lines and place it in the cove so that you
can tie up boats whilst you retrieve a dolly from the beach.

Approach cove with caution, watch for other boats and persons in/on water. Plan to head into wind to

slow down, raise the board and get out well before grounding. Do not beach or drag boats on the sand.

Don’t get between the boat(s) and the shore, a wave could tip the boat over on to you.

Lift the rudder blade and remove daggerboard before placing the boat on the dolly.

Secure the boat to the dolly with painter thru bow handle, round both dolly handles and cleat or tie off.

Tie hull to dolly uprights if needed. Do not attempt to bring the boat ashore until it is properly tied off.

Once you are on the beach, head boat into wind, make a cradle with daggerboard and raised rudder blade.

If the sail is wet, let it dry out. Drop sail before using the sand ramp to avoid damage to persons or to the

sail. Keep lines, sail, mast etc. out of the sand.

Returning to Rack

1.
2.
3.

Wrap sails and spars as instructed in the Sunfish Rigging video. Return rig, mast, blades to locker room.
Leave the boat clean! Rinse out any sand in the cockpit, always leave the auto bailer plug open.

Again drain any water out of the hull, by tipping on the side, then replace drain plug. If any damage to hull,
or excessive water inside hull, report to an instructor and tag hull with damage noted.

Always replace boat highest available rack position, avoids next sailor having to lift up over your boat.
Position boat directly in front of the rack, stern closest to racks. Line keel up with the rollers

Always use a buddy or 2, one either side, 3™ at bow if available. Auto bailer is on the boat's port (left)side, tip
the hull to starboard (right) to avoid it hitting rollers.

Roll off dolly/lift up onto rack ensuring keel is rolling straight on the rollers. STOP if not. Adjust. Do not
scrape hull sides on rack uprights. Have buddy go to stern to guide the boat home straight.

Lock up boat with cable thru bow handle and secured to rack. Return dolly to dolly line and lock up.
Report any damage to the hull, rig, mast, blades or dolly to an instructor and tag BEFORE leaving.



